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A 
A CARY A: a spiritual master who teaches by his personal example. 
ACINTYA-BHEDABHEDA-TATIVA: Lord Caitanya's doctrine of the 
"inconceivable oneness and difference" of God and His creation, estab­
lishing the Absolute Truth as both personal and impersonal. 

AGNI: the demigod controlling fire. 

AHAM BRAHMASMI: "I am Brahman." The spiritual identity of the 
living entity. 
AHIMSA: nonviolence. 

AKARMA: conscious activities that carry no reactions, either 
good or bad. 
ANANDA: transcendental bliss. 

atomic, minute. 
ARCA-VIGRAHA: the incarnation of the Lord in the form of material 
elements, such as a statue (Deity or miirti), or painting, or even a mental 
image. It is manifest to facilitate worship by the devotees in the material 
world. 
ARTHA: economic development. 

ASANAS: bodily postures used in yoga discipline. 

ASRAMA: a spiritual order according to the Vedic social system: 
brahmacarya (student life), gr;hastha (householder), viinaprastha (retire­
ment), and sannyiisa (renunciation). 

the eightfold path consisting of yama and niyama 
(moral practices), iisana (bodily postures), priiTJiiyiima (breath control), 
pratyiihiira (sensory withdrawal), dhiira7Ja (steadying the mind), dhyiina 
(meditation), and samiidhi (deep concentration on within the 
heart). 

ASURA: not godly; demon, or one opposed to God. 

ATMA: the self, or soul. 

ATMA-HAN: killer of the soul; one who neglects spiritual life. 

ATMARAMA: self-satisfied; one who delights in the Self. 

B 
BALARAMA: Lord first expansion, appearing as elder brother 
of manifestation of spiritual strength. 

BHAGAV AN: the possessor of all opulences, the Supreme Lord. 

BHAKTISIDDHANTA SARASVATl: founderoflndia's famous Gaw;liya 
Math mission, and spiritual master of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhak-
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tivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 
BHAKTIVINODA THAKURA: a great devotee, father of Bhaktisid­
dhanta Sarasvati. 

BHAKTI-YOGA: linking with the Supreme Lord through devotional ser­
VIce. 

BRAHMA: the first created living being in the universe, empowered by 
Lord Vi~:pu to further create the material manifestation and rule the mode 
of passion. 

BRAHMA-BHUTA: state of being freed from material contamination, 
and transcendentally happy by virtue of devotional service. 

BRAHMACARI: celibate student; the first asrama. 
BRAHMA-JIJNASA: inquiry into spiritual matters. 

BRAHMAJYOTI: the impersonal effulgence emanating from the trans­
cendental body of Lord Kr~:pa and illuminating the spiritual world. 
BRAHMALOKA: the abode of Lord Brahma, highest planet in the mat­
erial universe. 

BRAHMAN: (l) the Supreme Personality of Godhead; (2) the imper­
sonal, all pervasive aspect of God; (3) the total material substance 
(mahat-tattva); (4) the individual soul. 

BRAHMA~A: the intellectual, or priestly class, according to the Vedic 
social system of var7Jas. 

BRAHMA-SAMHITA: an ancient Sanskrit scripture of the prayers of 
Brahma to Govinda. 

c 
CAITANYA-CARITAMJ:{.TA: a scripture by Kr!i>t:ladasa Kaviraja Gos­
vami describing Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's teachings and pastimes. 

CAITANYA MAHAPRABHU: Lord Kr~t:la's incarnation in the age of 
Kali, appearing in Bengal, India, in the late Fifteenth Century, to inau­
gurate the dharma of this age: the congregational chanting of Hare Kn;:pa. 

CA~J)ALA: a dog-eater, outcaste. 

D 
DHARMA: true nature, religious principles; the rendering of service to 
God. 

DHRUVA MAHARAJA: a great boy-devotee, renowned for his firm de­
termination and penance. He later ruled this planet and was finally given 
the polestar, Dhruvaloka. 

DHYANA: Meditation 
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DURGA: the personification of the material energy. 

DUSKJ;l.TINA: miscreant; one who does not surrender to Knn;a. 
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DV APARA-YUGA: the third age of the cycle of yugas. It ended with the 
disappearance of Lord Kr~:pa from this earth, five thousand years ago. 

G 
GA~ESA: one of the demigods, son of Lord Siva, often worshipped for 
success in material affairs. 

GARBHODAKASA YI VIS~U: the Vi~:pu expansion of the Supreme Lord 
entering each universe to create diversity. 

GO-MAT A: mother cow. 
GOP AS: the cowherd boy friends of Kr~:t:Ja, highly elevated devotees who 
enjoy sporting with Kr~:pa in Vrndavana. 

GO PIS: the cowherd girl friends of Kr~:pa, highly elevated devotees who 
enjoy transcendental feelings with Kr~:pa in the conjugal rasa. 

GOVARDHANA HILL: a hill near Vrndavana lifted by Lord Kr~:t:Ja to 
protect His devotees from the torrents of Indra. 

GOVINDA: name ofK~:pa, meaning one who gives pleasure to the cows. 
Gl;l.HASTHA: householder; the second iisrama. 

GU~AS: the three material modes, or qualities, of the material universe: 
goodness, passion, and ignorance. 

H 
HARE: the spiritual energy of the Lord by which the Lord is reached. 

HARI: the Supreme Lord, Kr~:pa. 
HARI-KIRTANA: chanting of the names of God. 

HATHA-YOGA: a system of bodily postures (iisanas) to help control the 
senses and mind and thereby aid meditation. 
HIRA~Y AKASIPU: a great demon, father of the devotee Prahlada 
Maharaja, killed by Kr~:pa in His incarnation as Nrsimhadeva. 

Hl;l.SIKESA: master of the senses, Lord Kr~:pa. 
I 

INDRA: a great demigod, the king of heaven and presiding deity of rain. 

ISOPANISAD: one of the most important of the 108 Upani~ads, estab­
lishing the proprietary rights of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

J 
JAPA: chanting of the holy names of God. 

JIVA, JIV ATMA: the individual soul, or living entity. 
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JNANAVAN: wise man. 
JNANA-YOGA: the predominantly empirical, intellectual process of 
linking with the Supreme, generally executed when one is still attached 
to mental speculation. 

K 
KALA: the manifestation of Kr~va as eternal time. 
KALI: a goddess personifying the ghastly form of material nature. 
KALI-YUGA: the age of quarrel and ignorance, the fourth and most 
degraded age in the cycle of four yugas. Five thousand years of this 
current Kali-yuga have expired; 428,000 years remain. 

KALKI-AVATARA: incarnation of Kr~va, manifest at the end of Kali­
yuga. Appearing on a white horse, He will annihilate all the demons with 
His sword. 
KAMA: desire, lust. 

KARA~ODAKASA YI VIS~U: the Maha-vi~vu who lies within the 
causal ocean and breathes out innumerable universes. 

KARMA: (1) material action performed according to scripture; (2) the 
chain of action and reaction. 
KARMA-KA~l)A: the division of the Vedas dealing with fruitive ac­
tivities performed by materialists for purification and material success. 
KARMA-YOGA: linking to God by dedicating the fruits of action to Him. 

KARMI: a materialist; one attached to the fruits of his labor. 

KJ:{.P A~ A: a miser; one who does not spend his life on spiritual realiza­
tion. 

K$ATRIY A: a warrior or administrator in the Vedic social system. Lit­
erally, a hjatriya is one who protects others from harm. 

K$IRODAKASA YI VI$~U: the Supersoul entering into the heart of 
every living being. He exists in and between every atom, and He is the 
source of many incarnations. 

KU~THA: the material universe. Literally, the place of anxiety. 

KUNTI: mother of the five Pav<;lavas, and great devotee of Lord Kr~va. 
KURUK$ETRA: place of pilgrimage, north of modem New Delhi, where 
Bhagavad-g'itii was spoken and the great battle between the Kurus and 
Pav<;lavas took place. 

KURUS: the one hundred sons of Dhrtara~tra. 
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M 
MAHABHARATA: the great epic of 100,000 verses composed by Vya­
sadeva, narrating the history of the Pal)~avas and including Bhagavad­
g'itii. 

MAHAMANTRA: the great chanting for deliverance: Hare Kr!?IJa, Hare 
Kr~IJa, Kr~IJa Kr~IJa, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, 
Hare Hare. 

MAHATMA: a great soul who understands that Kr!?IJa is everything and 
therefore surrenders unto Him. 
MAHAT-TATIVA: the total material energy. 

MAHA VI5-NU: the Karal)odakasayi Vi~I)u who lies within the causal 
ocean and breathes out innumerable universes. 

MANGALA-ARATRIKA: early morning (4:30a.m.) offering to the Lord 
in the temple, accompanied by chanting and bells. 

MANU: the father of mankind, the demigod who set forth M anu-samhitii, 
the law book for humanity. 
MAYA: illusion; the external energy of Kr~I)a that deludes the living 
entity into forgetfulness of Kr~IJa. 

MAYADEVI: personification of the illusory material energy. 

MAY A V ADI: impersonalist or voidist maintaining that God is ultimately 
formless and without personality. 
MOK5A: liberation from the cycle of birth and death. 

MUI)HA: hard-working ass; gross materialist. 

MUKUNDA: the granter of liberation (mukti), Kr~IJa. 

MUNI: sage or self-realized soul. 

N 
NANDA MAHARAJA: a great devotee, who served as foster father of 
Kr~IJa in the V rndavana pastimes. 
NARADA: one of the Lord's greatest devotees, author of Narada-bhakti­
siitras. He spreads love of God throughout the universe. 

NARAYANA: four-handed expansion(s) ofVi~I)U presiding over the Vai­
kul)tha planets. 

NITYA: eternal; refers both to the Lord and the living entity. 

NB.SIMHADEV A: incarnation of Lord Kr~IJa in the form of half-man, 
half-lion, savior of Prahlada Maharaja. 

0 
OM TAT SAT: the transcendental syllables chanted by briihma1JaS for 
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satisfying the Supreme when chanting Vedic hymns or offering sac­
rifices. They indicate the Supreme Absolute Truth, the Personality of 
Godhead. 

OMKARA: Om; the transcendental syllable representing the impersonal 
aspect of Kr!?:va. 

p 
PA~I)AVAS: the five sons of King Pa:v<;lu: Yudhi!?thira, Arjuna, Bhima, 
Nakula, and Sahadeva. 

P ARAMAHAMSA: the topmost devotee of the Lord. Literally, swanlike. 

P ARAMATMA: the Supersoul, the localized aspect of the Supreme Lord 
within the heart of all living entities, accompanying everyone as witness 
and guide. 
PARAM-BRAHMA: the Supreme Brahman, the Personality of Godhead, 
Sri Kr!?:va. 
PARAMPARA: the disciplic succession through which spiritual knowl­
edge is transmitted. 

PATALA-LOKA: lowest planet in the material universe. 

P A VITRAM: pure. 

PRAHLADA MAHARAJA: a great devotee, persecuted by his demonic 
father, Hira:vyakasipu, and saved by Lord Nrsimhadeva. 
PRAKI;{TI: material nature. Literally, that which is predominated. 

PRASADAM: food offered in devotion to Lord Kr~:va. Literally, mercy. 

PREMA: pure, spontaneous love of God. 

PUJA: worship. 

PURA~AS: the eighteen historical supplements to the Vedas. 
PURU$A: the enjoyer, the dominator, the Supreme Lord. Sometimes the 
word refers to the individual soul. 

PUTRA: son. 

R 
RADHA(RA~I): eternal consort of Kr~:va, His own internal pleasure 
potency. 

RAJO-GU~A: the material mode of passion. 

RAMA: (l) a name of God meaning the enjoyer; (2) Lord Ramacandra, 
the incarnation, hero of Valmiki's RamiiyarJa; (3) Lord Balariima, the 
expansion of Kr!?:va. 
RASA: Lord Kr!?:va's transcendental pastime of dancing with the gopis 
in the forests of v rndavana. 
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RASA: relationship. 
~51: saint or sage. 
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ROPA GOSV AMI: one of the principal disciples of Lord Caitanya 
Mahiiprabhu, author of many authoritative books on bhakti-yoga, includ­
ing Bhakti-rasamr;ta-sindhu. 

s 
SAC-CID-ANANDA: eternal being, knowledge, and bliss. 

SADHANA-BHAKTI: devotional service executed by regulative princi­
ples, as opposed to spontaneous love. 

SADHU: holyman or sage. 

SAHAJIY A: a type of impersonalist who takes things cheaply and mista­
kenly identifies the finite living entity with Kr~va. 

SAMADHI: trance, absorption in Kr~va consciousness. 
SANATANA-DHARMA: the eternal religion; devotional service. 

SANKARACARY A: (AD 788-820) the great philosopher who estab­
lished the doctrine of advaita (nondualism), stressing the impersonal 
nature of God and the identity of all souls with the undifferentiated 
Brahman. 

SANKHYA-YOGA: (l) analytical discrimination between spirit and 
matter, soul and body; (2) devotional yoga taught inSrimad-Bhagavatam 
by Lord Kapila, son of Devahiiti. 

SANKIRTANA-YAJNA: the congregational chanting of the names of 
God, the prescribed sacrifice for this age of Kali. 

SANNY ASA: the renounced order of life, the fourth asrama in the Vedic 
social system. 

SANTI: transcendental peace. 

SASTRA: scripture. 

SATTVA-GU~A: the material mode of goodness. 

SATYA-YUGA: the age of goodness and wisdom, first of the four ages 
of the universe, characterized by virtue and religion. 

SIDDHALOKA: a higher planet inhabited by perfected yogis. 

SIVA: Qualitative incarnation of Kr~va in charge of the mode of ignor­
ance and responsible for the annihilation of the material universe; de­
migod worshipped commonly for material benedictions. 

SLOKA: a Sanskrit verse. 

SMRITI: realization of sages, written in the PuriiQ.as and Vedic commen­
taries. They complement sruti. 
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SRlMAD-BHAGAVATAM: the scripture composed by Vyasadeva to ex­
plain and describe Kr~:va's pastimes. 

SRUTI: the Vedas directly spoken by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 

SUDDHA-SATTVA: purified goodness above the three guQ.as. 

SUDRA: a member of the working class in the Vedic social system. 

SY AMASUNDARA: a name of the original form of Lord Kr~:va as man­
ifest in the Vrndavana pastimes. 

T 
TAMO-GU~A: the material mode of ignorance. 

TAPASY A: penance or austerity voluntarily accepted for spiritual prog­
ress. 

TILAKA: clay markings worn on the forehead and other places to sanctify 
the body as a temple of the Supreme Lord. 

TRET A-YU GA: the second age in the cycle of yugas, renowned for great 
sacrifices. 

v 
VAIKU~THA: the eternal planets of the spiritual sky. Literally, without 
anxiety. 

V AIS~A VA: a devotee of the Supreme Lord. 
V AISY A: the merchant or farmer class according to the Vedic social 
system. 

V ALMlKI: author of the Ramiiya7Ja. 
V ANAPRASTHA: retired life, in which one quits home and travels to 
places of pilgrimage in preparation for the renounced order of sannyiisa. 
V AR~A: social class, or occupational division. 

V AR~ASRAMA: the Vedic social system arranged into four occupations 
(varT]as): briihmaT]a, k~atriya, vaisya, and sudra; and four spiritual divi­
sions (iisramas): brahmaciirf, gr;hastha, viinaprastha, and sannyiisa. 

VASUDEVA: Kr~:va, the son of Vasudeva. 

VEDANTA: the philosophical system based on the Vediinta-slltra, the 
treatise written by Vyasadeva. 

VEDAS: the four original scriptures (IJ_g, Yajur, Sama, and Atharva). 
Also, in a larger sense, their supplements, the Pura:vas, Mahiibhiirata, 
Vediinta-slltra, etc. 

VIKARMA: unauthorized or sinful activity performed against the injunc­
tions of revealed scriptures. 
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VIRAT-RUPA: the universal fonn of Lord ~v.a, as described in the 
Eleventh Chapter of Bhagavad-gftii. 

VIS~U: the Personality of Godhead. 
VIS~U-MAYA: the internal energy of the Lord, which hides Him from 
material vision. Also called yoga-miiyii. 

VIS~U-TATIV A: innumerable primary or Vi~v.u expansions of Kr~r;ta. 
Vl;tNDA V ANA: the transcendental abode of Lord Kr~va. Also called 
Goloka V rndavana or Kr~valoka. 
VY ASADEV A: literary incarnation who compiled the Vedas and wrote 
the Purav.as, Mahiibhiirata, and Vediinta-siitra. 

y 

Y AJNA: sacrifice 
YAJNA-PURUSA: Kr~va, the Lord and enjoyer of all sacrifices. 
YAMARAJA: the god of death; demigod who punishes sinful living en­
tities after death. 
YAMUNA: Holy river flowing by Vrndavana, site of Kr~va's pastimes. 
Also spelled Jamuna. 
YOGA-MAYA: the internal energy of the Lord, which hides Him from 
one's material vision. 
YOGi: one engaged in the practice of yoga, linking up with the Supreme. 

YUDHISTHIRA: the eldest Pav<;lava brother, the son of Dharma. To 
install him on his rightful throne, the battle of Kuruk!?etra was fought. 
YUGAS: the four ages of the universe: Satya-yuga, Tretii-yuga, Dviipara­
yuga, and Kali-yuga. As the ages proceed from Satya to Kali, religion 
and goodness decline, and ignorance predominates. 



ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada was born 
into a family of Kr!?~a devotees in Calcutta, India, in 1896. From early 
childhood, he showed signs of pure devotion to Lord Kr!?~a. In 1922, he 
met his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, the founder 
of India's Gau<;liya Matha. At their first meeting, Prabhupada received 
the instructions that would later win him world recognition: "Go to the 
West and spread Kr!?~a consciousness in the English language." Taking 
this instruction to heart, Prabhupada studied his spiritual master's teach­
ings, and in the 1940s established Back To Godhead, an English-lan­
guage magazine dealing with the science of Kr!?~a consciousness. Using 
his own money, and working with no assistance, he wrote, edited, 
printed, and distributed Back To Godhead on a modest basis in and 
around New Delhi. 

During the years that followed, he dreamed several times that Sr'ila 
Bhaktisiddhanta was telling him to give up household life and formally 
take up the spiritual order of sannyasa. When he had the dream a~ain 
in Vrndavana, India, the place of Lord K[!?~a's childhood pastimes, Srila 
Prabhupada accepted the challenge. In September, 1959, he was given 
the sannyasa order and the name A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami. This put 
him in an ideal social position to fulfill his spiritual master's order, but 
first he needed books, and passage to America. 

At this time, Srila Prabhupada began his life's main literary work: an 
English translation, with commentaries, of the Srfmad-Bhagavatam, an 
encyclopedic scripture often called the "cream of the Vedic literature" 
because it deals exclusively with Lord Kr~~a's personality and activities. 
Sr'ila Prabhupada struggled alone, writing and collecting money to print 
the first three volumes. "I did not know anything about writing," he later 
said humbly. "But my spiritual master told me to spread Lord Kr~~a's 
glories in English, and this is what I tried to do, following in the footsteps 
of my Guru Maharaja. He was such a transcendental aristocrat. I had no 
great personal qualifications. I just tried to follow his instructions." 

In 1965, the way was finally cleared for Prabhupada's now historic 
journey to the West. The Scindia Steamship Line gave him free passage 
aboard the freighter] aladuta, and in August, Srila Prabhupada left India 
with a crate of his Srfmad-Bhagavatams, a pair of karatalas (cymbals) 
and seven dollars. 

Sr'ila Prabhupada's forty-day journey was arduous. A few days out at 
sea, the ]aladuta passed through heavy storms, and Prabhupada suffered 
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from seasickness and heart attacks. For two consecutive nights, the at­
tacks came, and at age sixty-nine, Prabhupada knew that they could 
prove fatal. On the third night, he dreamed that Lord Kr~~a Himself was 
rowing the ship to America, urging him on, and offering him all protec­
tion. The next day, the storms and heart attacks subsided. 

When the] aladuta finally docked inN ew York City, Srila Prabhupada 
wrote: "My dear Lord Kr~~a, You are so kind upon this useless soul, but 
I do not know why You have brought me here. Now You can do whatever 
You like with me. How will I make them understand the message of 
Kr~~a consciousness? I am very unfortunate, unqualified, and most fal­
len. Therefore, I am seeking Your benediction so I can convince them, 
for I am powerless to do so on my own." 

Then, with his books, his cymbals, and seven dollars, Srila 
Prabhupada entered the anonymity of Manhattan. Throughout the winter 
of 1965-1966, he continued writing in cold tenements, and managed to 
sell only a few copies of Srfmad-Bhiigavatam. Despite the difficulties, 
he began lecturing to visitors in his small room. A few yoga students 
attended, and the word spread that an Indian svami was in town with a 
unique yoga method: chanting Hare Kr~~a. After his room was ransacked 
by thieves, Prabhupada moved to Manhattan's Lower East Side, renting 
an apartment and a small storefront at 26 Second A venue. 

In July, 1966, Srila Prabhupada formed the International Society for 
Kr~~a Consciousness (ISKCON), and initiated his first disciples. In the 
autumn, in nearby Tompkins Square Park, he led the first public chant­
ing of Hare Kr~~a in the Western world, and gained quick notice on the 
Lower East Side. Though he had only a dozen disciples-his strict regi­
men allowed no meat eating, illicit sex, intoxication, or gambling­
Prabhupada was well on his way to realizing his mission. 

Within months, he opened centers in San Francisco, Montreal, Bos­
ton, Los Angeles, and Buffalo. In 1968, he founded the New Vrindaban 
Community in the West Virginia hills, and in 1969 he went to Europe 
to visit new centers in London and Hamburg. In the 1970s, as Srila 
Prabhupada made no less than fourteen world tours, the Hare Kr~~a 
movement rapidly swept around the world, and centers opened in all the 
major cities of the Americas, Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

Even though constantly travelling, Srila Prabhupada never stopped 
writing on the science ofKr~~a consciousness. His Society has published 
and distributed over eighty volumes of his works, totalling millions of 
copies. These include Bhagavad-gftii As It Is (1968), Teachings of Lord 
Caitanya (1968), Kr:~TJa, The Supreme Personality of Godhead (1970), 
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Nectar of Devotion (1970), Caitanra-caritiimr:ta (1970-1975, seven}een 
volumes), and thirty volumes of Sri:mad-Bhiigavatam. Wherever Srila 
Prabhupada stayed, whether in a London manor, an Indian hut, or a 
West Virginia shack, he translated Vedic literature at night, and guided 
ISKCON by day. 

Srila Prabhupada accomplished his mission between the ages of se­
venty and eighty-two through great personal effort and unshakable faith 
in Kr~J)a. Although he had thousands of disciples, he continued to carry 
the burden of counselling them and managing the Society's affairs. In 
India, he supervised the establishment of magnificent Radha-Kr~J)a tem­
ples in holy places like Vrndavana and Mayapura, and at Juhu Beach, 
Bombay. Today, at New Vrindaban, Prabhupada's Palace of Gold has 
become a major tourist attraction, and New Vrindaban's "Land ofKr~l)a" 
project has introduced millions of pilgrims and visitors to Vedic culture. 

Obviously, Srila Prabhupada was no ordinary person. Before passing 
away on November 14, 1977, he had nurtured his Society into a 
worldwide confederation of more than one hundred iiSramas, schools, 
temples, institutes, and farm communities. Today, still expanding under 
the guidance of his words and example, ISKCON has become one of the 
world's most dynamic religious movements. 





Srila Prabhupada speaks out loud and clear on: . . 

Revelation • Reincarnation • Superman • Love 
War • Dreams • Gurus • Psychoanalysis • Sex 
Women • Ego • Religion • The Soul • The Mind 
Pantheism • Demigods • Science • Evolution 
Meditation • Samadhi • Personality • Yoga • Evil 
Liberation • Vegetarianism • Peace • Demons 
Existentialism • Punishment • The Universe 
Survivalism • Government • Lust • Sublimation 
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